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by the memory., or superficial understanding, of a body of Information., much of It of a character alien to the real human life of the country.," A good deal of this result., however., is due not to the principles contained in the Despatch,, but to some neglect of them.
In speaking of Christian missions, I shall have to point out how erroneously the doctrine of neutrality has been Interpreted by some officers of Government. Nothing could be more ridiculous than some of the action taken by such officers with regard to education. There was one Province in which at one time some of our best English classics were expurgated of all reference to the Divine Being and to Christianity,, And, while that was an extreme and exceptional case, something of the same misconception has too often characterised the action of the department regarding religion. The Despatch, on the contrary, while distinctly laying down that no one is to be Interfered with in respect of his religious belief, and that religious Instruction is in no way to be taken Into account In the inspection of educational institutions, also lays down, not only that grants may be given in respect of their educational work to efficient Institutions which also teach religion, but that religious books may be placed In the libraries of Government Institutions, and that private and voluntary Inquiries regarding the Christian faith may be dealt with by the teachers in these institutions. I reserve for my chapter on Christian missions, some of the Important sentences of the Despatch in this connection.
The really great provision In the Despatch for religious Instruction was, however, the provision of an efficient system of Grants-In-Aid for secular education even to institutions teaching religion. This enabled good Hindu and Huhammadan institutions to receive support, and has led to the establishment of a large number of missionary institutions which receive Grants-in-AId from Government. These are distinctly missionary in their character. Dr. Duff wrote In 1834: "I for one would not lend myself as an Instrument in wasting